EPISODES   OF  THE   GEEAT   WAR         [1917

wonderful work in restoring roads and bridges and
pushing on light railways, so that presently the
difficulties of the old battlefield were conquered.

The retreat of the Germans was, all things con-
sidered, a brilliant performance ; but scarcely less
brilliant was the work of the Allies, which nipped
in the bud the counter-stroke that had been one
object of that retreat. By 5th April the Allies were
almost everywhere in front of the Siegfried Line
which the enemy believed to be impregnable. It
was obvious that he would fight desperately for all
parts of it, but especially for the pivots on which
its security depended. These pivots were the
positions about Arras in the north, and those in
the south around Laon and the Chemin des Dames.

n

The eyes of the Allied generals were fixed on the
pivots, and Britain's concern was that northern one
where, at the hamlet of Tilloy-lez-Mofflaines, the
Siegfried Line branched off from the old front.
Between that point and Lens the original lines were
very strong, consisting of three main systems, each
constructed on the familiar pattern of four parallel
lines of trenches, studded with redoubts, and linked
up with numerous switches. A special and very
powerful switch line ran for five and a half miles
from the village of Feuchy northward across the
Scarpe to beyond Thelus, and so constituted what
was virtually a fourth line of defence. The whole
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